English
The Vietnamese Lunar New Year

Lunar New Year is the most important occasion in Vietham. Lunar New Year, according to the
Vietnamese called Tet Nguyen Dan. "Nguyen" is to start, "Dan" is a new day. "Tet Nguyen Dan" is to start
a new year, to welcome Spring with everything in its newest appearance. A new year comes with
goodluck and in the mean time, all of the badluck will be gone, together with the passed year.

The Vietnamese concept that everything in Lunar New Year must be very new and soon. So
before Tet more than 2 weeks, the family prepare to celebrate. They are usually cleaning, decorating
their house with apricot blossom, peach blossom, kumquat, couplets or festival painting. Preparation-
work for the day of the Vietnamese New Year usually starts from December 23, the day that the
Vietnamese dedicate Kitchen God. Some rural families still keep the tradition planting named “Neu”, while
in the city, this custom has been forgotten. According to tradition, the tree is raised up against the devil
and the ominous. the tree is often referred to hang or decorate what is considered to scare the devil as:
garlic, cactus, effigies and Pandan. Before Tet, the Vietnamese also prepare "Chwng" cakes, "Day" cakes
and hearty dishes to dedicate to their ancestors.

New Year's Day may be the 30th December (for full year) or December 29 (for shortage year).
This day family reunite dinner together for the New Year. Between the 30th (or 29th) of December and 1
January, is the most important moment of the festival. It marked the transfer of the old year and new year,
called Eve (Giao Thua). In recognition of this moment, people often make two trays. A tray of worship to
ancestors at the altar in his house and a tray of worship Heaven and Earth in the front yard. Arrangements
the altar of Vietnamese families usually have an altar ancestors, grandparents.The decoration and altar
arrangements vary according to each house. However, on the altar every home always display two cane
on either side as to the instrument for carrying on with the grandchildren and leading spirits from the sky
on the lower boundary. At the same time on the altar also has a tray of five fruits expressed desire of the
owner by the name, colours and their arrangement.

One of the beauties of the traditional Tet holiday is wishing to people nice things. On New Year’s
Day, in addition to gifts, people also give each other best wishes. Not only young people wish the adults
New Year but adults also wish Tet for younger people. In Vietham, some popular New Year wishes such
as: Happy new year, everything goes well, Safety good health prosperity. In addition, with each different
age, there will be different wishes. For the elderly, people often wish “Wishing you a hundred years old”.
In middle age, they are wished for family and career, such as: “Wishing you have many healthy, good
work, and prosperous businesses.”. Children often receive wishes about learning with lucky money. For
example: ‘| wish you will be better, do better studies”. In general, each person has different Tet greetings
depending on the circumstances. Wishing on Tet is not only a custom, but also shows the Viethamese
tradition of “When drinking water, think of its source”.

Tet is a special and meaningful occasion to all Viethamese. It is the time for people reunite with
their family after a long time not seeing each other and take a rest after a hard-working year. To every
Vietnamese, Lunar New Year is always a tradition that no one can break down, and they will do everything
to protect and develop it.
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